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RECOGNIZING THE GRADUATION
OF THE FAIRFAX COUNTY FIRE
AND RESCUE DEPARTMENT
149TH RECRUIT CLASS

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 9, 2022

Mr. CONNOLLY. Madam Speaker, | rise to
congratulate the Fairfax County Fire and Res-
cue Department and the graduates of the
149th Class. As they prepare to join the ranks
of the Fairfax County Fire and Rescue Depart-
ment, | encourage the 30 graduates to reflect
on the history of the department and the con-
tributions and dedication of the brave men and
women who have served before them to pro-
tect our community.

The Fairfax County Fire and Rescue De-
partment’'s Recruit School consists of an ex-
tensive and demanding 26-week program. In
addition to two weeks of orientation, recruits
completed nine weeks of EMT training and
fourteen weeks of fire suppression training;
Upon graduation, these recruits will be cer-
tified at the level of Firefighter 1/11 by the Vir-
ginia Department of Fire Programs.

These recruits have the distinct honor of
joining one of the best Fire and Rescue De-
partments in the United States. The efforts of
the Fairfax County Fire and Rescue Depart-
ment have been recognized across this coun-
try. Members from the Department serve on
the elite VA Task Force 1, which is among the
first units called to disaster zones to provide
search and rescue support. Members of that
Task Force were recognized by the Inter-
national Association of Fire Chiefs with the
Benjamin Franklin Award for Valor as a result
of their efforts in the aftermath of the dev-
astating earthquakes that struck Nepal in
2015.

Fairfax County is fortunate to have such ex-
cellent ambassadors for our community and |
commend them for all that they have done to
protect lives and property not only here in
Fairfax County, but around the world. As the
newest members of the Fire and Rescue De-
partment, the 149th Recruit Class graduates
join the department as integral parts of our
community’s emergency response and public
safety team. | am confident that this grad-
uating class will serve the residents of Fairfax
County with honor and distinction. It is my
great honor to include in the RECORD the
names of the 149th Recruit Class.

Mohamed Ahmed

Patrick Alden

Jayquan Anderson

Andrew Bryant Jr.

Zachery Buttenshaw

Nicolas Cicero

Alexander Clark

Matthew Clark

Alexander Cope

David Danielson

Justin Efaw

Rickardo Evans

Kassandra Haakansson

Ashley Heck

Marcin Ligocki

Tyler Lomax

Rachel Long

Shannon Martin

Johnathan Matrone

Cameron Mazhari
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JohnPaul McGurk

Frank Merritt

Kent Miller

Caleb Mitchell

Matthew Mullins

Patrick O’Connor

Von Powell

Shane Scott

Matthew Smalley

Dominique Wallace

Madam Speaker, | ask that my colleagues
join me in congratulating the newest members
of the Fairfax County Fire and Rescue Depart-
ment. | thank them for their service to their
community and to all members of the Fire and
Rescue Department, past and present, | say:
“Stay safe.”

MAYA CALDERON
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 9, 2022

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Maya
Calderon for receiving the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.

Maya Calderon is a student at Drake Middle
School and received this award because her
determination and hard work have allowed her
to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Maya
Calderon is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and
perseverance. It is essential students at all
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will
guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Maya Calderon for winning the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassador for Youth award. |
have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of her future ac-
complishments.

—————

HONORING MAYOR GREG HANDSHY
OF SOUTH TOMS RIVER

HON. ANDY KIM

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 9, 2022

Mr. KIM of New Jersey. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to honor Mayor Greg Handshy of
South Toms River. A former U.S. National
Guardsman and member of American Legion
Post 129, Mayor Handshy continues his dedi-
cation to public service as he enters his 10th
year as an elected official, with three of those
years serving as Mayor.

Greg is a retired member of Plumbers and
Pipefitters UA Local 9 where he worked as a
licensed plumber. True to his nature, Greg has
always been willing to help his neighbors by
volunteering to fix a plumbing leak or assist in
local food bank distributions.

His impact is felt throughout South Toms
River through the many social programs he
has spearheaded. He is the founder of the
South Toms River Community Garden which
has brought joy to green thumbs and fans of
garden vegetables alike. He also started the
very successful After School Homework Club
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that provides young people in the community
both academic and recreational opportunities.

| am so very proud to have leaders such as
Mayor Handshy in my district and on behalf of
all of the constituents of the New Jersey 3rd
Congressional District, | thank Mayor Handshy
for years of selfless service to our community.

———

MATERNAL AND CHILD HEALTH
STILLBIRTH PREVENTION ACT
OF 2022

HON. ALMA S. ADAMS

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 9, 2022

Ms. ADAMS. Madam Speaker, today, |
proudly introduced the bipartisan and bi-
cameral Maternal and Child Health Stillbirth
Prevention Act of 2022, alongside Representa-
tive HINSON, Senator MERKLEY, and Senator
CASSIDY.

For too long, stillbirth has been a silent cri-
sis. According to a recent study, nearly 1 in 4
stillbirths are potentially preventable. And the
data comparing the United States to other
countries informs that our nation can do more
to prevent stillbirth.

In our nation, an alarming 23,500 babies are
stillborn every year. This is greater than the
number of babies that die during the first year
of life and more than ten times the number of
babies that die annually due to sudden infant
death syndrome.

While the rate of stillbirth has declined since
the 1940s due to improvements in maternity
care, in recent years, the decline has slowed
or halted. Stillbirths increase the risk of mater-
nal mortality and morbidity and negatively im-
pact parental mental health and family well-
being.

Like many of the health crises in our coun-
try, disparities exist, and Black women are
over two times more likely than White women
to have a stillbirth. Stillbirth rates are also high
for American Indian or Alaska Native women,
who are almost 1.5 times as likely to have a
stillbirth compared to White women. Hispanic
women also experience higher rates.

Despite impacting families from all back-
grounds and women with otherwise healthy
pregnancies, stillbirth is more common for
women who are 35 years or older, of lower
socioeconomic status, for women who have
multiple pregnancies, like twins or triplets, and
women who have already experienced the
loss of a pregnancy.

In addition, stillbirth also occurs more com-
monly amongst women who smoke while
pregnant or are diagnosed with certain med-
ical conditions like hypertension, diabetes, or
obesity.

Further, women from less advantaged back-
grounds and who are marginalized, continue
to experience a greater burden of stillbirth.
And these disadvantages are further impacted
by the social determinants of health. For ex-
ample, women in maternity care deserts and
rural areas have fewer healthcare providers.
Nationwide, approximately 10 percent of births
take place in counties with limited access to
maternity care.

According to The Lancet, in a 2016 study,
the United States ranked number 48 out of 49
high-income countries in annual stillbirth rate
reduction. Furthermore, in comparison with the
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same group of countries, the United States
stillbirth rate per 1,000 births was higher than
24 other countries.

All the available data suggests that further
reduction in the incidence of stillbirth is pos-
sible. And the Maternal and Child Health Still-
birth Prevention Act will help reverse this
shocking trend of stillbirths and maternal mor-
tality in the United States.

My bill amends Title V, the Maternal and
Child Health Services Block Grant of the So-
cial Security Act, to clarify that stillbirth pre-
vention activities are an allowable use of
funds. This clarification will support stillbirth
prevention activities, thereby saving the lives
of mothers and babies.

In 1966, at a press conference for the Sec-
ond Convention of the Medical Committee for
Human Rights, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
said: “Of all the forms of inequality, injustice in
health is the most shocking and the most in-
human because it often results in physical
death”.

The Maternal and Child Health Stillbirth Pre-
vention Act will help address this health injus-
tice and ensure that more babies experience
a healthy birth and make it home with their
families.

————

RECOGNIZING THE 20TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE FAIRFAX COUNTY
PARK FOUNDATION

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 9, 2022

Mr. CONNOLLY. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the 20th Anniversary of the
Fairfax County Park Foundation.

The Fairfax County Park Foundation has
channeled the generosity of others into
projects that benefit the entirety of Fairfax
County.

The Foundation has provided an avenue for
many members of our community to give back
in a tangible way. As the former Chairman of
Fairfax County, and now as a Congressman,
| understand that nonprofits are vital to meet-
ing the needs of our communities that our
local and federal government cannot. Fortu-
nately, for the past 20 years, the Park Foun-
dation has helped to fill some of those gaps in
funding for a host of park projects throughout
the County.

The Foundation has played a role in many
of the district’s most meaningful events. From
funding the 4-H Carnival in Frying Pan Park
to cleaning the watershed at Hidden Oaks,
their work has been admired by thousands of
families. They collected contributions for open
space preservation as well, adding to the tens
of thousands of acres of parkland in the Coun-
ty. Each year, the Foundation’s PACT scholar-
ships allow children in supportive housing to
attend summer camps, and it sponsors pro-
grams throughout the school year to bring
STEM education to local students.

Every year, the Foundation highlights com-
munity members and organizations that have
made outstanding contributions to parks by
presenting them with the Eakin Philanthropy
Award. Congratulations to this year's award-
ees:

Individual Award: Wayne, Angela, and the
Valis Family
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Organization Award: Fairfax Memorial Fu-
neral Home and Fairfax Memorial Park

Friends Group/Park Volunteer Team Award:
Friends of Colvin Mill

Easy access to parks, green spaces, and
recreation areas is critical to our wellbeing.
From improving the health and wellness of
residents to creating a healthier physical envi-
ronment, parks are vital to the future of Amer-
ica. | commend the Park Foundation for two
decades of progress and service. | encourage
all of you to join me in thanking the Park
Foundation staff for many amazing years of
work. We’re looking forward to the next twenty
years.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me in congratulating the Fairfax County Park
Foundation for their 20th anniversary. Their ef-
forts provide immeasurable benefits to their
fellow neighbors and serve as a reminder of
why Fairfax County remains such a great
place to live, work, and raise a family.

NATHAN BIERBRAUER
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 9, 2022

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Nathan
Bierbrauer for receiving the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.

Nathan Bierbrauer is a student at Drake
Middle School and received this award be-
cause his determination and hard work have
allowed him to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Nathan
Bierbrauer is exemplary of the type of
achievement that can be attained with hard
work and perseverance. It is essential stu-
dents at all levels strive to make the most of
their education and develop a work ethic
which will guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to Na-
than Bierbrauer for winning the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassador for Youth award. |
have no doubt he will exhibit the same dedica-
tion and character in all of his future accom-
plishments.

—————

CELEBRATING THE LIFE AND LEG-
ACY OF MOUNT ORAB MAYOR
BRUCE LUNSFORD

HON. BRAD R. WENSTRUP

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 9, 2022

Mr. WENSTRUP. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in memory of Mt. Orab Mayor Bruce
Lunsford, who passed away on February 21,
2022, at the age of 68.

Mayor Lunsford was a dedicated husband,
father, and grandfather as well as a diligent
public servant who was an unwavering advo-
cate for Mount Orab. His love of country and
commitment to bettering his community were
as indisputable as they were indispensable.

Bruce Lunsford began public service with
the Mt. Orab City Council at the age of 18 and
served as Mayor of Mount Orab for over 41
years.

He made a lasting impression on this Earth
and his community. Bruce’s impact on Mt.
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Orab, Brown County, and all that knew him
will be felt for generations as his legacy lives
on.

With the greatest respect, we are all forever
grateful for the service of Mayor Bruce
Lunsford and | am personally proud to have
known him.

| ask for everyone to join me in praying for
Bruce’s wife, Becky, his family and friends, for
the community he served, and the lives he
touched.

Rest in peace, Mayor Lunsford.

—

HONORING THE LIFE OF MEL F.
CAMPBELL

HON. DARIN LaHOOD

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 9, 2022

Mr. LAHOOD. Madam Speaker, | rise to
honor the life and legacy of Mel F. Campbell
of Chillicothe, lllinois, who passed away on
January 12, 2022, at the age of 96.

Mel Campbell, born on August 6, 1925 in
New Brighton, Pennsylvania, was a distin-
guished World War Il veteran who served in
the United States military with the 87th Infan-
try Division in Europe. During his service ca-
reer, Mel received a Purple Heart after receiv-
ing wounds from a grenade in 1944. After
being transferred to a hospital in Nancy,
France, he quickly recovered and rejoined his
unit just days after sustaining his injury. Only
a few months later, he received a Silver Star
due to the heroic role he played in capturing
German engineers who were attempting to
detonate charges on a bridge to delay Allied
movements. His actions allowed Mel and his
Regiment to cross without delay. In addition to
receiving the Silver Star and Purple Heart, Mel
received three Bronze Stars during his serv-
ice.

After his military service, Mel went on to be
a leader and pillar of his community through
his long career as a banker and his involve-
ment in community affairs. After graduating
from Muskingum College with his bachelor’s
degree, Mel attended the University of Wis-
consin’s Graduate School of Banking and pur-
sued a career in banking where he worked for
24 years. During his tenure; Mel was the
president of the Chillicothe State Bank, and
then became the Secretary of the J.T. Fennel
Co. Inc. prior to his retirement in 1988. He
continually served others throughout the com-
munity and most notably served as a member
of the Advisory Board of Heritage Manor in
Chillicothe, the president of the Chillicothe Ro-
tary Club, the president of the “Chillicothe De-
velopment Company, the president of the Chil-
licothe Chamber of Commerce, and a charter
member of the Pearce Community Center.
Through his 36 years in the central lllinois re-
gion, Mel made many contributions to better
the lives of those in his community.

Mel will be remembered for his love and
commitment to his wonderfui family. He was
preceded in death by his wife Jean, whom he
was married to for 66 years, as well as his
brother Richard. He was blessed with one
son, Clyde, three grandchildren, and nine
great grandchildren.

| want to offer my condolences to the
Campbell family and the people of Chillicothe
on the loss of a great man. Mel left a lasting
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